
Intro

For my PPD placement, I went back to my old secondary school which specialises 
in art & technology, as a teaching assistant. My tasks involved supporting students 
with their set work in lessons, 1:1 tutorials and preparing work for display and 
exhibition. 

KS3 end of year assessment: 

I had a few KS3 classes in the duration of my placement. At that school the 
academic year ends before May half term, so when students come back after half 
term they begin the new school year. This is generally useful for students moving 
up to GCSE or A-level as they receive extra time to adjust to new subjects and get 
an idea of what the course will be like. This meant that KS3, years 7, 8 & 9 all had 
an assessment so the teachers were able to give them a final level or grade and 
compare this to the beginning of the year. The classes were each given a daisy to 
draw. Mrs Nichols briefed the class by asking them to follow on the following things: 
shape, proportion, texture, variety of shades and light direction. Some students in 
particular struggled with this task due to lack of interest in art as a subject or taking 
it further at GCSE level. I was able to support the students who struggled with this 
task but only to a certain extent as it was an assessment. 

These were some of the outcomes. 

Displays:

Miss Mellin who taught me for 4 years at that school, showed me how important it is 
for a bright, positive learning environment for students to work in. By displaying 
work around the classrooms and hallways, students are more easily inspired and 
motivated to produce art work alike that on display. We also removed any pieces 
that had been graffitied on by students, to keep a consistent quality of work on 
display. 

Year 11 re-sizing:

The Year 11 photography students were in the final stages of completing their 
GCSE course. Their task was to select images for print to display in the end of year 
exhibition to be marked by the examiner. The images were supposed to represent 
their skill in both photoshop and key aspects of photography for example, 
composition and lighting. I was able to support the students by having 1:1 tutorials 
in selecting images I thought were their strongest pieces of work, and also assisting 
them to re-size the files to the size they wished to print the images which at that 
stage can be fairly confusing as I had experienced in my GCSE. 

Year 11 Art & photog deadline:



Coming towards the end of the academic year, year 11 students had their final 
deadline for the coursework part of their GCSE. I assisted technicians by carefully 
moving art work from parts of the school and erasing smudges from pieces of work 
as well as framing them for exhibition. This was really great to see the students’ 
final pieces and study their ideas and development. I was so impressed with the 
quality of artwork discovered techniques and processes I hadn’t even seen before. 
They had two coursework projects; nature and personal identity.

Year 12&13 1:1 tutorials:

I was given the opportunity to have 1:1 tutorials with the A-Level photography 
students. In this time, I was able to support them in idea generation by discussing 
prior work and identifying areas to develop further or explore. I was also able to 
show them examples of processes or techniques through the work of relevant 
research, artists and photographers. 

Conclusion: 

To sum up, working in a secondary school is hard work! Unfortunately, I wasn’t their 
for enough time to get to know or understand how each student works and 
differentiate between them as individuals. Which ones are happy to get on with 
tasks, and who it is that seeks support and direction. I’ve come to an understanding 
that as a teacher you must change your language to adapt to each student, 
dependent on their motivation, age and behaviour. You must be alert at all times, 
delivering a positive learning experience as well as maintaining a level of 
acceptable behaviour. Each student has different and varied abilities so it was 
important to support students so they are able to achieve the best to their ability. 
This was challenging as some students, KS3 in particular, didn’t care about their 
level or grade, or improving their artistic skills. However some students actually 
respected my motivation and support, I think because I was closer to their age than 
any of the teachers! Especially in one certain lesson where the teacher was absent 
and I assisted a cover teacher during an assessment. I can’t say I would feel 
confident or tough enough to be a secondary school teacher, but it was definitely an 
eye-opening experience and expanded my ability of idea generation and assistance 
towards children of a varied stage of their journey of art and photography 
throughout their time at school.


